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January 2023 

 

Dear Rooiplaas members, veterans, bats, supporters and families, 

As we reflect on the activities of 2022, we are happy to share our successes and achievements. One hundred 

and sixteen (116) countries, representing 1242 cities, have visited the Rooiplaas website (www.rooiplaas.co.za) 

since its inception.  Some lesser-known countries include Grenada, Cambodia, French Polynesia, Sao Tome & 

Principe, Lithuania, Latvia, the Cayman Islands and Vietnam, to name a few!  

 

 

An overview of the countries (in blue) that have visited the Rooiplaas website. 

 

Our year of clocking up kilometers! 

We clocked up approximately 9000 kms this year supporting Rooiplaas functions, reunions, book launches, 

talks, establishment of various canopies, golf days and good ‘ol braais with our members and supporters. In 

January we established a Rooiplaas canopy in Port Elizabeth at the Maritime Club, supported by the gents 

from the Moths, and 61 Meg & 32 Battalion veterans. Two canopies - the North Cape and Natal canopies 

were formed in Kimberley and Durban respectively. General Roland de Vries spoke on Operation Meebos, 

with the annual Rooiplaas reunion taking place at Nico’s farm on 19th March.   

 

Overview of 2022  
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On 8 May we attended the Cassinga Memorial Day at the Military Memorial in Johannesburg, arranged by 

LAARSA. At the end of May we were back in Port Elizabeth where Eeben Barlow gave an insightful talk on 

the Wars in Africa at the German Club. Bronkhorstspruit played host to our second (and very successful) 

annual Rooiplaas Reunion on 30 July. We enjoyed a good ‘ol catch-up braai with the Northern Cape Canopy 

in Kimberley in October, and joined the Rooiplaas members in Vryheid for the annual Remembrance Day 

on 13 November, together with the Vryheid Moths Shell Hole. On 18 November we joined forces for the 

annual Recce Golf Day for their golf fundraising initiative at Magaliesburg. The year ended on a high note 

with the book launch of Johan Raath’s newest book, ‘A Breed Apart’, organised by the Rooiplaas Welkom 

Canopy with Johan Breytenbach and Blackie Swart at the helm. It was well-attended by locals from the 

Welkom Goldfields and Kroonstad area.  

 

The establishment of the Port Elizabeth Rooiplaas Canopy, supported by veterans from 61 Meg, 32 Battalion and the Moths 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cassinga Day Memorial Service 
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Veterans attending the prayer meeting for Tannie Mossie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Cape Canopy catch-up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eeben Barlow took the General salute at the Bronkhorstspruit Reunion 
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The Rooiplaas Vryheid Canopy at the cenotaph, commemorating Remembrance Day 

 

Chappies van Zyl and Fanie Botha represented Rooiplaas at the Remembrance Day Memorial Service on 

11 November at St Andrew’s School, Bloemfontein laying wreaths on behalf of the fallen soldiers and the 

veterans. Rooiplaas also supported the Combined Forces Day, arranged by Reg Walkerley of Club 
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Omathiya (61 MEG), attended by various veterans’ groups and the Moths Shellhole on 13 November at 1SDB, 

Tempe, Bloemfontein.  

We posted some incredible stories on our website - please visit www.rooiplaas.co.za should you need to catch-

up. Included are the story of the two Dakota’s that crashed on the same day in 1967, Kitcah’s 500th jump; the 

USA Canopy’s recent parachute jumps; the symbolic meaning of Memorial @ 44 Parachute Regiment etc to 

name a few. 

Our People: 

 Tannie Mossie: Our well-known and well-respected Tannie Mossie, who made it her life’s mission to 

encourage young paratroopers by sending them a two-cent coin, had a health setback after suffering a 

stroke. Chappies van Zyl arranged a prayer meeting for her at Mediclinic in Bloemfontein. It was 

heartwarming to also see some local schools support this initiative. See the video on YouTube where 

she explains the symbolism of the knotted parachute chords – (Tannie Mossie explains the parachute 

chords - YouTube)  

 Bobbin: Our heartfelt thanks to Bobbin, Bravo company 1977 – 1979, for his musical genius and videos 

remembering well-known and well-loved generals; paying homage to Johnny Kieser, McGill Alexander, 

and RSM Kitcha. These videos are available on our YouTube site at RooiPlaas Paratroopers - YouTube A 

hearty thank you, Bobbin, for keeping the spirit of the paratrooper alive with your music and videos.   

 Japie Keet – A special thank you for always being available to parachute in at our Rooiplaas functions. 

The song ‘Thunderstruck’ from ACDC got a new meaning when you are around and spiralling down 

to mother earth. 

 Skydive Club Bloemfontein – Thank you for your support for Rooiplaas functions 

 Skydive, the Ranch – Thank you for your support for Rooiplaas functions 

 Johan Leech – One of Rooiplaas’ stalwarts, a qualified DZ safety officer, handling the approach and 

the safety of the jumpers and the crowd control. Thank you for your commitment to Rooiplaas!  

 Derrick van Zyl: The founding of the Rooiplaas Port Elizabeth canopy under the guidance of Derrick 

van Zyl at Marine Club was a great success. He also organised the talk at the German Club in May. 

Derrick, jou yster! 

 Lukas Marais, Vryheid. Thank you for arranging the Rooiplaas Remembrance Day function together 

with the Moths, at Vryheid, Northern Natal. 

 Theo van der Walt & Fanie Botha – thank you for your assistance & always being available to help  

 Zane – thank you for always organising a super sound system for Rooiplaas functions. 

 Chappies van Zyl – the biggest thank you to you, Chappies, for your commitment to Rooiplaas and 

keeping us updated on Tannie Mossie’s health and wellbeing.  

 Eeben Barlow – thank you for being an ambassador for Rooiplaas on your overseas trips.  

 Faan Roets – thank you for arranging the Bronkhorstspruit reunion. One of the Rooiplaas stalwarts … 

 Johan de Wet – thank you for your initiative to establish a Rooiplaas canopy in the USA, and to keep 

the parabat veteran spirit alive. May you go from strength to strength. 

 Johan Breytenbach – thank you for keeping the Goldfields/Northern Free State Canopy going 

 Dries Oelofse – Thank you for keeping the Rooiplaas spirit alive in the Northern Cape Canopy. 

 Poggie Potgieter – thank you for your support 

 

http://www.rooiplaas.co.za/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEVmQ-4Cn-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEVmQ-4Cn-4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTjcWyhsifbx1MdCmG4erw
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In Memoriam 

It was truly a sad year as many veterans, our brothers-in-arms, 

passed away. “At the going down of the sun and in the 

morning, we will remember them”.  

One of the biggest shocks this year, was the untimely passing of 

our beloved RSM Kitching - Tribute to RSM Gert Kitching - YouTube.  

Please visit the Rooiplaas website Memoriam - Rooiplaas - 

Paratroopers Community to see previous eulogies. On our 

YouTube channel there are a couple of music videos paying tribute to those who had gone before. 

https://www.youtube.com/@RooiplaasParatroopers 

To the families, friends and colleagues who will have have lost a loved one, we will keep you in our thoughts 

and prayers.  

 

Rooiplaas Member certificates 

Various Rooiplaas Gold certificates were issued this year to qualified bats. Family 

members or those from other units who want to join are issued their own Associate 

Member silver certificate. Attie van Niekerk and Llewellyn Fouche #JulleYsters! Thank 

you for canvassing and making a great effort to keep the airborne spirit alive by 

searching for and tracking down old parabats. Should you not have a certificate, please 

email your name, years served, and force number to admin@rooiplaas.co.za. All 

applications are vetted against the Paratroopers ‘bible’ to confirm that you qualify.  

 

Plans for 2023 

New developments: Queens Military Fort, Bloemfontein 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dgjhrajXuM
https://www.rooiplaas.co.za/memoriam/
https://www.rooiplaas.co.za/memoriam/
https://www.youtube.com/@RooiplaasParatroopers
mailto:admin@rooiplaas.co.za
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Front and  aerial view of the Queens Military Fort, Bloemfontein  

Rooiplaas together with Special Forces (Fort Oranje), under the command of Johan Raath, joined the 

Department of Arts and Culture to restore and manage the Queens Military Fort in Bloemfontein. Inside the fort 

are various military exhibitions, depicting al major wars in the Free State from the 1800s. The building was 

erected in 1848, and through the years were used as  military headquarters, a hospital, an asylum, a prison 

and now a museum! Various guns, tanks, and aircraft form part of the exhibition. It is with great anticipation 

that we are looking forward to holding various functions at the Military Fort. Watch this space… 

 

Reunions: 

 On request of Rooiplaas members, a reunion will be held in the Western Cape sometime in 2023. Will keep 

you posted.  

 A few more surprises are in the pipeline - visit the website for updates.  

 

Airborne as always, till we meet again.  

The Rooiplaas Team  

 


